Sectoral Fact Sheet
ICF Securing Property Rights Projects
The Challenge:
The procedures that govern land tenure in
many countries in Africa are often complex,
uncertain and opaque, making it difficult to
know who owns or has occupancy rights to
the land and to obtain specifications on
demarcation of the plot. The opacity often
favors the status quo and contributes to land
grabs and expropriation with poor
compensation. This has an adverse impact
on a country’s economy and income levels
and is particularly devastating for lowincome and marginalized segments of the population. Moreover, individuals and businesses
with low capital may not be able to access credit for lack of collateral, while those with means
are dis-incentivized to invest and generate wealth until assured that their property rights are
protected against unjust or unlawful actions. In the absence of such assurances and other
property rights measures, countries reduce their opportunities to foster wealth creation and to
engage in long-term development planning.
The Solution:
A modernized land administration system provides a wide range of benefits. It enables
individual and commercial property owners to register their land, and thereby secure their
property rights in a simple and transparent manner. It improves confidence levels of
businesses, facilitating their launch, expansion, job creation and engagement in increased
economic activity. ICF interventions in the property rights sector help governments to
establish electronic land registries which aim to decrease time and financial cost for both
clients and authorities; and to integrate legal and spatial information on land parcels aimed at
creating easy access to land information and ensuring transparency.
The Impact:
Being able to register land and protect property rights is crucial in any economy and has far
reaching impact. It stimulates more efficient and sustainable land use by increasing tenure
security and providing incentives to invest in long-term production. It also improves security
for investors and helps prevent or settle boundary disputes. A modernized land administration
systems increases the economic prospects of low-income, marginalized and landless
populations and gives property owners the ability to raise capital and financial institutions the
means with which to secure loans. It also benefits the government by providing information
on land ownership and plot size which creates a foundation for a property tax system. More
importantly, a robust land registration system helps to stimulate the real estate market, leading
to greater economic activity.
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The Projects:
•

By March 2016, ICF had financed 6 completed and ongoing projects in 4 countries in
the property rights sector with a total funding commitment of US$ 8.40m.

Project Name
Burkina Faso – Land
Registration System

Rwanda – Land
Administration
Enhancement and
Rwanda Investment
Climate Project

Sierra Leone – Land
Registration

Expected Results
• Reduced the time to transfer property from 182 days to 21
days
• Reduced the number of procedures for transferring property
from 8 to 5
• Established 2 one-stop-shops for land registration
• Reduced the number of days it takes to register property from
371 days to 55 days; currently working to reduce this down to
2 days
• Reduced the cost of registering land from 9.6% of the
property value to 0.4% of the property value
• Computerization of the land registry cleared the way for
mortgage registration
• Reduced the time taken to transfer property from 235 days to
16 days for commercial properly and 19 days for residential
property
• Reduced the number of procedures needed to transfer
property from 8 to 6
• Reduced the cost of transferring property from 15% of the
property value to 10% of the property value

The Future:
ICF continues to engage in the property rights sector and demand for new projects in this area
remains high. As ICF moves towards its Phase II status, particular attention will be paid to
property rights project interlinkages with other priority areas such as PPPs, trade facilitation,
taxation, SME development and ADR mechanisms for resolving commercial disputes.
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