Project Fact Sheet
Sierra Leone: Land Registration System Project
The challenge:
Registering a land property in 2008 used to
take up to 235 days in Sierra Leone. This
was due to the manual processing and
recording of land titles which lacked
security, transparency, and accuracy. Land
information submitted by the public was
held on hardcopy archives. Resulting in
long delays and high costs, making
commercial banks reluctant to accept
property as a form of collateral, therefore
making land registration an obstacle to both
domestic and foreign aid.

The solution:
ICF worked with the Government of Sierra Leone to reduce the time and cost for land registration by
establishing a Central Unit for land registration and administration in Freetown and two satellites in
the Western Region of Freetown. The project involved streamlining and automating procedures for
acquiring land, establishing a GIS-based land use cadaster system, and creating a reliable electronic
database for storing registered land titles. This database serves as a one-stop-shop for land parcel
information and documentation. The aim of the project was to increase certainty over property rights,
stimulate the land market, and facilitate access to credit.
Results:
The number of days it takes to register property in Sierra Leone has decreased to 19 days for
residential leases and 16 days for commercial leases (down from 235 days).
The number of procedures has been reduced from 8 to 6.
The cost of transferring land ownership decreased from 15% to 10% of the property value.
The land database provides a mechanism for securing land tenure and enables users to retrieve
land ownership information quickly and accurately
The project has established a basis for an effective urban land administration and management
which the Government of Sierra Leone aims to replicate more widely.
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